
 
Bible Study Course 

Introduction to the Bible 
I. The Bible – The Aim and Scope of the Bible 

A. The Bible was never designed to cover the whole range of human knowledge in 
detail, or to be a revelation of all that could be revealed. 

 Note: - 
i. It is not a Divine Encyclopedia; or a detailed history of the races and 

nations; or a history book of particular nations. It is not a hand book on 
Astronomy; Geology; Botany; Zoology, etc. It is not a scientific treatise, 
nor is it a philosophical treatise. It is not a textbook on Theology. If, in 
fact, it had been any of these, its whole aim would have been seriously 
obscured if not frustrated, and it would have been unintelligible to the 
vast majority of mankind. Nevertheless we must say that what the Bible 
does touch on in any field is absolutely accurate, and has always, in the 
end, been vindicated. 

 
ii. We must also add that the Bible is not a book of mere sermon outlines, or 

ideas or illustrations, etc. Nor is it a mere Divine promise box, nor “Daily 
Thoughts,” nor a collection of comforting Scriptures. It may contain all 
these things, but they do not constitute its aim. 

 
iii. Again – it is because the Bible has a definite aim, that it uses “popular” 

language and modes of thought. Yet it is a remarkable fact that such 
usage has proved timeless in its value. Thus a child of God in David’s 
time, and in Paul’s time, and in Luther’s time, and now can all come into 
the blessing through the same verse! Or a primitive savage and a highly 
educated man can meet God in an overwhelming way through the same 
Scripture! 

 
B. The Bible has a clearly defined scope, and that scope is governed by its aim. See 

Deut 29:29 
 Note: - 

i. We must not expect therefore to find in the Bible what is not important to 
our understanding of its aim. On the other hand everything which is 
vitally important to such an understanding is revealed. Its aim governs its 
scope! 

 
ii. The aim of the Bible is remarkably evidenced in its unity of theme, 

which once seen is everywhere apparent. The Bible is like an immense 
tree. Its one life is variously manifested in roots, branches, flowers, 
leaves, fruit, etc. Every part is livingly connected and essential to the 
whole! So often as babes in Christ, we see the leaves, or flowers, or 
branches, but fail to trace the common life and power. We see the parts 
but not the essential theme. 

 
iii.  

   Note: - 
a) The relationship of Gen 1 – 3 to Rev 20 -22 
 See Chart I. It is in studying this relationship that we come nearest 
to  understanding the aim of the Bible and therefore its scope. 
b) See Chart II. Generally speaking we have all the origins, sources, 

or beginning in Genesis, and the issues, conclusions or fulfillment 
in Revelation. From Exodus to Jude we have the processes from 
one to the other. 

c) Mark also how the Bible begins with God, Gen 1:1 and ends with 
man Rev 22:21. And its central verses speak of God and man 
reconciled, Psalm 118 7-9. Note also the first question in OT – 
God’s Gen 3:9, and the first question in the NT man’s Matthew 
2:2. 



 
 

iv. Before we can really see what the theme of the Bible is, we need to note 
a number of threads which run right through it: -  
• Christ – The promised Seed of the woman, The Messiah. 
• Atonement through blood 
• God’s dwelling place (Bride, Tabernacle, Temple, Body, City, etc. – 

The Church) 
• God’s People – the history of His own from the beginning. 
• The Adversary of God and the battle of the Ages over God’s 

Purpose, and His triumph. 
 

v. Out of all this an essential threefold theme emerges. That theme is ONE 
Saviour, ONE Salvation, and ONE company of the Saved. We can put it 
in different ways – The Bringer of Salvation; The Way of Salvation; The 
Saved. Or the Messiah of the Covenant; The Covenant in His Blood; The 
People of the Covenant. Or the Redeemer; the Redemption; the 
Redeemed. 

 
vi. Now to understand the Aim of the Bible, we must see this threefold 

theme against the background of God’s Eternal Purpose. See Chart III. 
The Bible is a revelation of God’s Eternal Purpose with the supreme aim 
that we might be saved into it. See Chart IV A & B. The Scope of the 
Bible is therefore governed by God’s Eternal Purpose in its immediate 
and practical application. See Chart V.  

 
C. We must therefore carefully note that much is mentioned only vaguely and much 

left altogether unmentioned, and in other instances facts are stated without 
explanation, interpretation or corroboration. 

 
  Note:- 

i. What is left out altogether in almost every way e.g. the great Chinese, or 
Indian Empires. Then what is mentioned only because it touches God’s 
people e.g. Egypt, Persia, Babylon, Greece, Rome. And then what 
attention is focused upon in a detailed manner e.g. Israel (traced from its 
source, Abraham!)  

 
ii. Note also the silence of the Bible concerning men like Confucius, 

Mencius, Motze, Laotz, Buddha, Zoroaster, Plato, Aristotle, etc. Then 
note the full record of Job, Ruth, Hannah, Samson etc. Sometimes it 
would seem that what is insignificant in human eyes is lit up, and what is 
important in human eyes is only touched upon. The point is that most of 
the ordinary historical or biographical narrative of Scripture, in so far as 
it records facts, could have been written by a contemporary historian or 
biographer, but in the Bible it is interpreted in the light of God’s Purpose 
and Redemption. 

 
iii. There are also many questions which are either not answered at all or 

only partly answered, e.g. 
 

The origin of Sin, Satan! Was there a pre-Adamic race? Are there other 
inhabited planets? How does God’s Sovereignty and man’s free will tie 
up? What shall we do in heaven? (Dress, food, sleep, habits etc.) What 
does God intend to do once He has built the New Jerusalem? Etc., Etc. 

 
   There are many other questions too, perhaps not so important e.g.  
 
   What did Christ do between 12-30 years of age, other than being a  
   carpenter? What was He like as a child? What about Moses in his first  
   80 years? Did Hosea’s marriage work out in the end? How did  



   Jeremiah write Lamentations in acrostics and in “kinah” rhythm? Who  
   wrote the Letter to the Hebrews? Did Paul make a mistake in going up  
   to Jerusalem? Was he married, and if so what happened to his wife?  
   Etc., Etc 
 
   All these questions and many more are left unanswered in so far as they are 

not important to our understanding of the Bible’s aim. 
 

D. Thus we see that the Bible is a revelation of God’s Eternal Purpose with the aim of 
our being awakened, saved and incorporated. 

 
i. We see revealed within its pages: - 

a) An Omnipotent God working according to His own counsel and 
sovereignly performing His purpose. 

b) His eternal Purpose – that His Son should head up all things, and 
be heir of all things, and that a people in union with Him, 
partaking of the Divine nature, should share it all with Him. 

c) The foreseeing of the Fall and the ruin of man, and the 
determination of God to save a people out of mankind, and in 
them and through them to secure His purpose.  

d) The appointment of the Son from the beginning to such a saving, 
keeping and perfecting ministry. 

e) His birth among men, “as the seed of the woman” the fulfillment 
of all prophecy: His sinless life providing the basis for His atoning 
death; His death on the Cross as the Lamb of God, bearing away 
the sin of the world; and His resurrection and exaltation to the 
right hand of God, as Lord and Saviour forevermore. 

f) The Final Vindication and Triumph of God, His Purpose fulfilled, 
the New Jerusalem, the Holy City, the Wife of the Lamb, coming 
down out of heaven, having the glory of God. Note Charts IV & 
V.  

 
ii. We must note carefully that the Bible is able to make us wise unto 

Salvation through faith, and is able to make us complete, equipped (lit. 
“Fitted out”) unto every good work, 2 Tim 3:15-16. The Bible therefore 
does not show us merely the way of Salvation, nor merely the need to be 
incorporated into God’s Purpose. It becomes by the work of the Holy 
Spirit the practical and powerful means by which all this is 
accomplished. 

 
 

iii. We ought also to mention that the Bible is a book of unchanging 
principles, and once we are saved it is a matter of spiritual education 
concerning those principles. Heb 4:21; 5:12-6:2. They are vital to our 
spiritual health and growth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chart I.       
 
Showing the Relationship of Genesis 1 - 3 to Revelation 20 – 22   
       
Heaven and Earth Gen 2:4  New Heaven and New Earth Rev 21:1 
Time ushered in Gen 1  Eternity ushered in  Rev 21 
Satan enters Gen 3:1  Satan cast out forever  Rev 20:10 
Paradise lost Gen 3:24  Paradise regained  Rev 21:3 
Earth cursed Gen 3:17  No more curse  Rev 22:3 
Adam and Eve Gen 2:23  A Redeemed people  Rev21:3;22:14 

A Garden Gen 2:8  A City   Rev 21:2 
The Tree of Life Gen 2:9  The Tree of Life  Rev 22:2 
The River of Life Gen 2:10  The River of Life  Rev 22:2 
God walking in the midst (once per day) Gen 3:8  God dwelling in the Midst (Forever) Rev 21:3 
Earthly Marriage (man and woman) Gen 2:21-25  Heavenly Marriage (The Lamb & the wife) Rev 21:2 
Pain, Sorrow, Death Gen 3:16-19  No more pain, crying, mourning or death Rev 21:4 
Gold, Precious Stone, Pearl Gen 2:11-12  Gold, Precious Stone, Pearl Rev 21:18-21 

The Spirit of God "brooding" Gen 1:2  
The Spirit and the Bride saying - 
"Come"  

 
Note 

• Onyx stone is used in the Bible to represent precious stone.  
  Exodus 28:9-12 cf 28:18-20, 29 
• Bdellium – A plant which when broken exudes a substance that dries into the colour and 

shape of a pearl. 
• In Gen 1:2 “moved upon,” literally “hovering” (as an eagle) or “brooding”. 

 
 
 
Chart II   
   
Origins  Processes Issues 
Genesis Exodus - Jude Revelation 

 
Chart III 
 

The Relationship to of the Eternal Purpose of God 
 To the Redeeming Purpose of God 

 
The 
Original 
intention of 
God and 
the Fall 

 
→ The Redeemer → 

 → The Work of Redemption → 
→ The Redeemed → 

The original 
intention 
realized and 
the Glory 
which 
follows 

 
Gen 1-3  Gen, Exod, Lev etc. ---------------------------------------------→Jude, Rev.      Rev 20 – 
22 
 
Note: -  How the three-fold theme of the Bible begins in Gen 1-3 and ends in Rev 20 – 22, and how 
we are  given the essential information concerning God’s Eternal Purpose and His redeeming work 
 necessary to our understanding and experience of it in the whole Bible. 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Chart IVa. 
 

Christ and His Body ---------------------The Habitation of God 
 

        

Creation 
The 
Tree  The Tree  Betrothal  Transfiguration  Marriage The City  The Ages 

of Man of Life 
of the 

Knowledge 
(Union 

with      in Glory of of God of  

  of Good & Evil Christ)  
the 

Lamb  The Ages 
I I I I I I I I 

 
 

Note: - Genesis 1 and 2, and Revelation 21 and 22, The Beginning and Conclusion of the Matter 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study Course 
Introduction to the Bible 

II. The Aim and Scope of the Bible 
 

Questions 
 

1. What is it that governs the scope of the Bible? 
 
2. State in one sentence what is God’s Eternal Purpose? 
 
3. Has God’s Eternal Purpose been altered by the fall? 
 
4. What are the main themes which we find throughout the Bible? 
 
5. Compare Genesis 1 – 3 with Revelation 20 -22. What changes do you see in the following: - 

a. The relationship between man and God (Gen 3:8, Rev 21:3 
b. Mankind itself (i.e. what was man – what has man become) 
c. The effects of the curse 
d. The position of Satan 
e. The work and position of the Holy Spirit 

 
6. State briefly what you know of the Life of Christ in relation to the Eternal Purpose of God. 
 
7. Compare the first question in the Old Testament with the first question in the New 

Testament. 
 
8. What would you say to someone who complained that the Bible is not scientific, and that it 

is very narrow, telling us very little about history? 
 
9. Describe briefly in your own words, the main phases of God’s dealings with man as they 

are revealed within the scope of Bible. 
 
10. Describe briefly what you have learned about God’s dwelling place.  

 


