
Bible Study Course 
1 & 2 Samuel 

 

Introduction 
We need to remember that in the Hebrew, 1 & 2 Samuel form one book. The Septuagint treats them along 
with 1 & 2 Kings as “The Four Books of the Kingdom.” The Vulgate also groups 1 & 2 Samuel with Kings 
and calls them “The Four Books of the Kings.” It is in fact, a complete history of the kingdom in four 
sections. 
 
In 1 & 2 Samuel, we have come to a completely new phase in the history of God’s people. God has taken 
another great step forward. It is almost true to say that we have here a new beginning of God. We are now 
to see the people of God established as the Kingdom of God, under the guidance of the Word of God. Two 
new things come into being through Samuel – the prophetic order and the monarchy. 
 
It is instructive from the earliest days these books should have been called by Samuel’s name, when 
seemingly they deal more with other people. In each new beginning of God we have found a man – 
Abraham, then Moses, and now Samuel. All three are pioneers. Samuel, himself, is the last of the Judges, 
and the first of the long line of Prophets. He, in a variety of ways, was to influence Israel for generations. In 
fact, he was a great turning point in the Old Testament. He combined in himself all the Old Testament 
offices, priesthood, prophecy and kingship. He was both a Levite and a Nazarite. We believe it was Samuel 
who first instituted “the schools of the prophets” which were to affect the nation culturally, educationally, 
and spiritually. 
 
We have seen already in Ruth how the Lord has worked sovereignly to provide a King. The book of Ruth 
ends with a King. Now we go back again to see how God prepares and appoints the instrument by which 
the kingdom is to be brought in. 
 
Especial Note: Background History 
 
The period of history which these books cover, is by and large, the period to which succeeding generations 
always looked back with nostalgia. Indeed, forever after the Jewish people were to look for another 
“David.” 
 
The establishment of the kingdom came at a time when both Egypt and Assyria, the super-powers of the 
day, were passing through a state of comparative weakness.  
 
1 Samuel covers the period of history during which the Canaanite tribes were finally subdued. The 
Philistine settlements, however, along the coast had so increased in strength that they presented a continual 
threat of invasion to Israel. This called for strong, courageous, spiritually able leadership and for the uniting 
of the people. 
 
2 Samuel records the period when the Hebrew monarchy reached its golden age. David unified the nation, 
founded the capital at Jerusalem, subdued all enemies and founded the dynasty which has inspired the 
people of God throughout all subsequent generations. It was during David’s reign that music and poetry 
were considerably developed, as was public administration, see 2 Samuel 8:10-17. Most, if not all, of these 
matters were to become the basic constituents in the life, worship and thinking of the people of God, e.g. 
David’s throne, the Kingdom, the Davidic line (Messiah), Jerusalem, Zion, the House of God, the Psalms, 
the very language of the Psalms, etc.  

Authorship and Date 
The author is not clearly indicated, but it is abundantly clear that the book was compiled from various 
authorities. See 1 Samuel 10:25, 1 Chronicles 29:29, 2 Samuel 1:18. Certainly Samuel, Nathan and Gad 



wrote much of it. There is much to suggest that some of the sources were eye witnesses of what they 
recorded. 
 
The two books cover a century of history approximately, from Eli to the accession of Solomon, and were 
probably written in their present form during the reign of Rehoboam, 930 – 914 BC. They were certainly 
written after David’s death and not earlier than the division of the nation into two – into Northern and 
Southern kingdoms – 1 Sam 27:6. There has been much controversy over the authorship and date of 1 & 2 
Samuel involving many complex theories. The language in which they are written suggests an early date, 
i.e. somewhere near the beginning of the division. 
   

Key to the Book 
The key to these books is undoubtedly “The King, Kingdom and Kingship.” We find that “Kingship” is 
clearly the meaning and end of Samuel’s life and work. In Saul’s life this matter is revealed negatively, and 
in David’s life, positively. In fact, in general terms we could say that in 1 Samuel we see a king after man’s 
thinking, resulting in tragedy, and in 2 Samuel we see a king after God’s own heart, leading to glory. 
 
In 1 & 2 Samuel we are not given merely a chronological order of events, nor are we given pure biography 
as such. Facts are either included, or excluded, according to the aim of the books – God’s King and God’s 
Kingdom. 
 
One thing which we see clearly is David as the type of Christ, God’s King. We see also the divine concept 
in a kingdom. The fact is that this kingdom, frail and human, which came in with David, is a foreshadowing 
of the Kingdom of God. From the history of this kingdom we begin to learn the deep principles of kingship 
to which all who have been saved are called by the grace of God. Rev 1:6; 5:10. David’s way to the throne 
is the way every believer must come to the throne of God. Rev 3:21; 2:26; 2 Tim 2:12. There is no other 
way to “reign,” or to have “authority.” This matter Hs not a question of office or outward trappings, or 
titles. It is a matter of deep inward spiritual character, experience, and history with God.  
 
Note also that the House of God, the Temple, was the one expression of David’s life. E.g. Psalm 27:4-6; cp 
Psalm 132:1-5. Psalm 23:6; 1 Chronicles 28:2. Hidden at first, it becomes more and more apparent, until 
the last chapter of 2 Samuel brings us to the purchase of the site, and setting up of an altar, upon which site 
the Temple was later to be built by Solomon. The reign of David as king led to the building of the Temple. 
This is not only true of Christ as King (Matt 16:18); it is true surely of those He saves and calls. Has the 
church ever been founded, or built up, except by the authority and power of the risen Christ through His 
own? See Matt 16:19  

Outline of the Book 
I. The Instrument to Bring in God’s King and kingdom 1 Sam 1 – 16:13 

A. The producing of that instrument 1:1-3:18 
i. The evil days of Eli and his sons 2:12-3:6 

ii. Elkanah (God acquired) and Hannah (grace) 
a) The Lord shut up the womb 1:5-6 
b) Suffering and travail 1:10 
c) An attitude forged 1:11, 15, 19 
d) Samuel born 1:20 

iii. A new phase in God’s economy opens. 
a) Wholly given 1:27-28 
b) God’s “need” and Hannah’s need 
c) His service begins with a burnt offering 1:24 
d) Hannah’s song of triumph and praise 2:1-11 

iv. The calling of Samuel 3:1-18 
 

B. The development of that instrument 1 Sam 3:19 -  8:1 
i. The Word of God by Samuel 3:19; 4:1 cp 3:1 



ii. The ark captured , death of Eli, his sons and daughter-in-law 4 
iii. The ark among the Philistines 5 
iv. The beginning of Samuel’s reformation 7:1-14 
v. Samuel’s circuit 7:15 Bethel, Gilgal, Mizpah, Ramah 

vi. A long life of ministry unrecorded 7:15-8: 
 In the succeeding chapters, it is Samuel whom God uses to bring the   
 Kingdom. 
 

II. The Principles of Kingship. Saul and David 1 Sam 8:1 – 2 Samuel 1:27 
A. The way in which the kingdom was introduced 1 Sam 8:1 – 22 

i. The false and the true kingdom vv7-9. God wanted to give them a king, 
although the impression given is that the basis upon which the people 
requested a king was false. They wanted a king in order to be like the world. 
Their motive was wrong. Upon that basis the true kingdom could not be built. 
Indeed, God gave them the kind of man they wanted. It was false from its 
origin to its end.  

ii. We must note, therefore, the way in which in these chapters the false and true 
are contrasted. 

iii. The people’s request for a king vv 4-5 
iv. Samuel’s heartbrokenness – the people’s motive – “like all the nations “ v6 cp 

v5. 
 

B. Saul – the natural choice of the natural man. 
i. He had many very good qualities 1 Sam 9:2, 4, 21; 10:16, 21, 22; 11:13 

ii. Saul and the things of God 1 Sam 10:1, 10, 26; 11:6, 15; 14:33, 35, 47,48; 
15:31 

iii. Saul’s disobedience –  
a) The sacrifice ch 13  
b) The Amalekites ch 15 

iv. Saul and fellowship in God’s work 1 Sam 10:26; 11:7; 14:52 
v. Saul’s murderous jealousy and his end 1 Sam 18:8-13, 22-25; 19:9-11; 20:30-

34; 1 Sam 28-31 
vi. Note: - the ease and facility with which he came to the throne – no satanic 

opposition.  
 

C. David – the man after God’s heart 
i. The Shepherd boy 1 Sam 16 – 17 

a) Note 1 Sam 16:14-23 cf 17:12; 17:55 Why the seeming discrepancy? Was 
the writer or compiler looking back to David’s earlier life, and tracing a 
spiritual history? Certainly the story of Goliath reveals that David had 
already a life with the Lord 

b) 1 Sam 16:18 Skilful in playing; a mighty man of valour, a man of war; 
prudent in speech; a comely person; the Lord was with him. These 
qualities did not suddenly develop overnight. It required discipline and 
training. For example, to be an accomplished musician does not only 
require gift but much discipline and training. The same with being an 
accomplished athlete and warrior. Note Ps 18:29-35 

c) 1 Sam 17:26, 37, and 45-47 this reveals an experiential knowledge, which 
David already had. He had experienced and proved the Lord in his daily 
routine life. Note Ps 23, traditionally placed in his early years. 

 
ii. David in Saul’s household and service 1 Sam 18:1 - 19:7 

 1 Sam 18:8, 9, 20, 29 cf 18:5, 14, 30 all David’s previous experience was now 
 put to the test in Saul’s household and service. Note Ahimelech’s words later 
 spoken, 1 Sam 22:14 “who… is so faithful as David,” also 1 Sam 18:14, “David 
 behaved himself wisely.” 



 
iii. David, the fugitive 1 Sam 19:8 – 2 Sam 1 

a) If David’s previous experience had been tried in Saul’s service, the acid 
test came in the long years of being a fugitive and an exile. Many times 
David could have taken the matter of becoming king into his own hands, 
and could have argued that he had been anointed by Samuel. 

b) Saul had been unable to wait for even a few days for Samuel; David had 
to wait many years. Patience in the work of God, that quality of steadfast 
endurance, is the thing which finds us all out as to spiritual character. The 
flesh can never wait even in the things of God. 

c) Naoith – with Samuel 1 Sam 19:8-24 
d) Ezel – with Jonathan 1 Sam 20:1-42 
e) Nob – the Tabernacle 1 Sam 21:1-9 
f) Gath – the Philistines 1 Sam 21: 10-15 
g) Adullam – the 400 1 Sam 22 
h) Hachilah – keilah 1 Sam 23  
 (Treachery, shallowness, politics) 
i) Engedi – Abigail – hachilah 1 Sam 24-26 
  (Vindication, vengeance, taking advantage) 
j) Ziklag – the Philistines 1 Sam 27-31 A gift. 
k) Saul’s death 1 Sam 28 – 31 
 

iv. David crowned king 2 Samuel 1 – 2 
a) The crowning of David really belongs to the next division, but it is good 

for us to underline the fact here. 
b) In David’s lament over both Saul and Jonathan we see the kind of man he 

was. 2 Sam 1 He is a man “pure in heart,” and of a “contrite spirit.” 
Jonathan had done nothing but good to David, but Saul only evil. His 
lament over Jonathan is understandable, but over Saul it is remarkable. 

c) Thus it was by conflict, by suffering, by self-revelation, through 
inwrought experience of life in every way, and above all, by a deep heart 
knowledge of God, and an utter dependence upon Him, that God’s man 
came to the throne, There is no other character to kingship and no other 
way to the throne. 

 
III. The Establishment of the Kingdom 2 Sam 2:20 

A. David at Hebron 2 Sam 2:1 – 5:5 
i. Hebron – “a ford,” “ a company,” signifies fellowship 

ii. David was crowned there as King of Judah 2 Sam 2:1 – 7 
iii. The division of the nation – Judah and Israel 2 Sam 2: 8 – 4:12 (Joab – Abner 

– Ishbosheth) 
iv. David finally crowned king of Israel 2 Sam 5: 1 – 5 

 
B. David at Jerusalem 2 Samuel 5:6 – 10:19 

i.  Zion captured – the city of God 2 Sam 5:6 -25 A brilliant military exploit, but 
nevertheless achieved by faith in God. This could have been done by Joshua. 
Josh 15:63 cp Josh 1:3. Thus there was a 400 year lapse between the promise 
given, and the condition fulfilled, and promise inherited. From this point on 
Zion and Jerusalem became the capital of the nation, the focal point of the life 
and worship of God’s people. It becomes the main symbol of God’s eternal 
purpose for man, His desire to dwell among us. 

ii.  The ark brought up to Zion 2 Sam 6:1 – 2. The ark symbolises the presence of 
the Lord. Thus we see the Lord committing Himself to Zion. Note Uzzah’s 
presumption. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” Ps 111:10; 
Acts 5:1-6; 1 John 5:16. Note also that the ark was always to be carried on the 
shoulders of the priests, never by mechanical means. Numbers 4:15; 1 



Chronicles 15:2, 13 the presence of the Lord is committed always to people, 
not to things. The natural mind makes many mistakes over this in the work 
and service of God. 

iii.  David’s desire to build the House of God, and the Lord’s reaction 2 Sam 7:1 – 
29 this chapter reveals the lifelong passion of David’s hearts. He had seen 
something of the eternal purpose of God, and this gave rise to his desire to 
build the Lord’s house in Jerusalem. This is expressed in many of his Psalms. 
In fact David was not allowed to build the house, although all the materials for 
it were gathered by him, the money collected through him and the plans 
drawn up under him. 

iv.  The Lord’s covenant with David 2 Samuel 7:1 – 29 this is really all to do with 
“great David’s greater Son.” It was the promise that David’s line would last 
until the coming of the Messiah. Then that throne and kingdom would be 
forever. Here rises one of the major themes of the Bible – the throne and line 
of David. The Messianic line has now become the Davidic line. 

 
   It might be helpful to trace the prophecies concerning the Messiah as they relate  
   to this matter: - 

1. Genesis 3:15   Given approx 4000BC   Seed of the Woman 
2. Genesis 9:26  Given approx 2300BC   Shem 
3. Genesis 12:1-3, 7  Given approx 2000BC   Abraham 
4. Genesis 26, 3-4       Isaac  
 Genesis 28:13-14       Jacob  
 Genesis 49:10  Given approx 1800BC   Judah 
5. 1 Samuel 7: 11-17  Given approx 1000BC    

 
   Comparing the genealogies in Matt 1: 1 – 16, and Luke 3:23-38, we discover  
   that Mary is descended from David through Nathan, and Joseph through  
   Solomon 

v. David’s victories over all his enemies provide the material for the building of 
the Lord’s house. 2 Samuel 8:1 – 10:19. This has much to teach us. 

 
C. David’s sin and its consequences 2 Sam 11:1 – 20:28 
 Note: We have already reached the heart and meaning of David’s reign and life in the 
 past few chapters. Zion is the city of God; the ark is already there; the materials for the 
 Lord’s house are being gathered and prepared. Then suddenly we are confronted with 
 David’s failure and its consequences. This is remarkably true of the whole history of man 
 as recorded in the Bible, e.g. Adam, Noah, Abraham, the Sinai Covenant, the Tabernacle, 
 Joshua and Jericho, etc. Above all we see the faithfulness, the mercy, and the preserving 
 love of the Lord. 

i. David does not go out to battle  2 Sam 11:1 
 He was not where he should have been. In such small ways, great and  
 terrible falls come. 

ii. David’s terrible sin   2 Sam 11: 2 – 27 
 Greater than David’s sin with Bathsheba is his sin against Uriah. It was 
 premeditated murder. 

iii. The Prophet Nathan’s visit. David’s reaction and God’s supreme grace 2 Sam 
12: 1 – 15 

iv. The child dies in spite of David’s sorrow and fasting. Both Solomon 
(Jedidiah) and Nathan are born of Bathsheba 2 Sam 12:15-31 

v. Amnon, Tamar, Absalom 2 Sam 13 – 14 
vi. Absalom’s rebellion   2 Sam 15 – 19 

vii. Sheba’s rebellion   2 Sam 20 
 
 
 



 
An Appendix. 2 Samuel 21 – 24 
 
We ought to note that this appendix commences and concludes with essentially the same lesson in two 
different incidents, one from the beginning of his reign and one at the end. Both incidents teach us much 
about Divine Government and Authority. 
 

I. Divine Government and Authority. 2 Samuel 21 
 Famine and the reason for it. The Gibeonites and their request. The defeat of the Philistines. 
 The key: David sought the Lord’s face. He did not have authority in himself or apart from God. 
 

II. The heart of Kingship. 2 Samuel 22:1 – 23:7  
 These two Psalms, one written before David fell, and the other his last words, reveal the essential 
 character of kingship, according to God. Note how they reveal a deep, intimate, inwrought 
 experience of the Lord. They are the words of a man whose very life is God. He is utterly 
 dependant on upon the Lord. This is the key to true authority. 
 

III. The mighty men of David. 2 Samuel 23:8 -39 
They are divided into three groups – the first three, the second three, and the thirty (actually there 
were thirty-one.) These men in fellowship with David executed the will of God and became the 
vehicle for the mighty acts of God. At the heart of the kingdom was a group of men in living 
fellowship. 

 
IV. Divine Government and Authority. 2 Samuel 24 

The numbering of the people and David’s remorse. The actual numbering of the people in itself 
was not the sin. See Numbers 1:2; 26:1-2. It must have been David’s motive for numbering the 
people that was wrong. See vv 2, 3. The word of the Lord by Gad, the prophet and David’s 
reaction. Mark how David leaves it to the Lord to decide (again we have a key to true authority.) 
The plague and resulting death. Note carefully that when David confesses his sin, and asks the 
Lord to act against him, rather than the people, the Lord turns the whole matter into a blessing, 
The Lord reveals to David the site for the building of the Temple, His lifelong desire. Mark v 18, 
19 without the cross, there can be no building of God’s house. 

Message of the Book 
The way to the throne is an exceedingly difficult and hard one. It requires a deep inwrought experience, and 
spiritual history. All self-interest and self-strength must be broken. We can only ever come to the throne 
through absolute dependence upon the Lord and by costly dealings with Him. Nevertheless, His grace is 
wonderfully sufficient and never fails. He can even take our most painful and dark falls, once they have 
been truly confessed, and use them as stepping stones to the fulfillment of His purpose. 
 
 
Recommended books 
Israel under Samuel, Saul and David to the birth of Solomon   A. Edersheim 
David         J. Hercus 
David         F.B. Meyer 
Samuel the Prophet       F.B. Meyer 
 
Halford House Tapes  
  
BS5  1 Samuel  
BS6  1 Samuel 
BS6a  1 Samuel 
BS7  1 Samuel 



 
Bible Study Course 

Books of the Bible: 1 & 2 Samuel 
Questions 

 
1. State briefly in your own words what is the main thing that we see God doing in 1 & 2 Samuel. 
 
2. Describe in about two paragraphs, the position and importance of Samuel and his work, to the 

thing that we see God doing in 1 & 2 Samuel. 
 

3. Answer the following, each in a single sentence: - 
a) What was the condition of the priesthood in Israel when Samuel was a child? 
b) What was the condition of the monarchy in Israel just before David came to power? 
c) What was the state of the nations surrounding Israel before Saul came to power? 
d) Why did Israel want to have a king, and what was the reaction of the Lord to this? 

 
4. In 1 & 2 Samuel we find man choosing a king, and we find God choosing a king. What do you 

think were the main faults in the king chosen by man? 
 

5. What do the following verses teach you about authority on earth, which God honours? 
a) 1 Samuel 13:13-14 
b) 1 Samuel 16:13-18 
c) 1 Samuel 23:2, 4, 10-13 
d) 1 Samuel 24:6; 2 Samuel 1:14-

16 
e) 1 Samuel 30:6-8 

f) 2 Samuel 2:1-4 
g) 2 Samuel 5: 17- 25 
h) 2 Samuel 8:15 cf Hebrews 1:9 
i) 2 Samuel 22:21-35, 51 
j) 2 Samuel 23: 2 -5  

 
  

Do these lessons help you to fulfill God’s plan for your life as shown in Romans 5:17; 2 Tim 
 2:12? 
 

6. Write about half a page, describing events in David’s early life which helped to train him for the 
position and work which God had prepared for him. 

 
7. What do you learn about David’s great passion and burden from the following passages? 

a) 2 Samuel 6:2, 12-19 
b) 2 Samuel 7: 1 – 29 
c) 2 Samuel 24:15-25 cf 2 Chronicles 3:1 

 
 Does this burden remind you of Matthew 16:18? 
 

8. Write a few sentences on each of the following woman:- 
a) Hannah  
b) Abigail 
c) Michal 

d) The woman in 1 Sam 28:6-25 
e) Bathsheba 

 
9. Write a few sentences about each of the following men: - 

a) Eli 
b) Jonathan 
c) Hushai 
d) Absalom 

e) Joab 
f) Uzzah 
g) Mephibosheth 
h) Nathan 

 
10. Examine the following passages. Do they speak to you in anyway about the Lord Jesus Christ? 

a) 1 Samuel 18: 1-5 
b) 1 Samuel 30: 1-31 

c) 2 Samuel 5:10 
d) 2 Samuel 8: 1-15 

 


